
BROWN DEER BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE 

APRIL 14, 2015 MEETING MINUTES 

HELD AT THE BROWN DEER VILLAGE HALL 

4800 WEST GREEN BROOK DRIVE 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Quirk at 6:35 p.m. 

 

I. Roll Call 

Present: Julie Quirk, Don Raba, Kathleen Schilz, Beverly Lieven 

 

Excused: Trustee Bob Oates, Elizabeth Smith 

 

Also Present: Erika Petras, Department of Public Works, Matthew Maederer, Director of Public Works 

 

II. Persons Desiring to be Heard 
  

None. 

 

III. Consideration of Minutes: March 10, 2015 - Regular Meeting 

It was moved by Ms. Quirk, and seconded by Ms. Schilz to approve the March 10, 2015 regular meeting 

minutes. The motion carried unanimously. 

  

IV. Review of Submitted Landscape Plans 

A) Bradley Crossing Phase II 

 

Mr. Jackson Lindsay from NorthTrack Construction Company presented the landscape plans for Bradley 

Crossing Phase II.  Mr. Maederer stated that Village staff would like more diversity in tree specimens along 

Village Lane. Following committee discussion the suggestion was that in addition to the Chanticleer Pear trees, 

Hybrid Elms and Lindens be planted.  Mr. Maederer informed the committee that the plans had previously been 

amended to replace spirea and potentilla with knockout shrub roses. 

 

Ms. Schilz commented that it was a beautiful plan; Ms. Quirk stated that it was well done and would continue 

the overall look and theme of Bradley Crossing Phase I. 

 

It was moved by Ms. Schilz and seconded by Ms. Quirk to approve the Bradley Crossing Phase II, landscape 

plans, as amended. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

V. Report of Staff/Committee Members 

 

Mr. Maederer updated the committee on Department of Public Works activities and projects including tree 

trimming, removals and stump grinding.  Mr. Maederer also offered timelines for the construction projects on 

60
th

 Street and Bradley Road. 

 

Ms. Quirk stated that the committee adopt-a-flowerbed was in need of weeding, edging etc.  Arrangements were 

made to work on the flowerbed at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday the 15
th

. 

 

Ms. Petras reminded committee members that the May meeting would take place on Tuesday May 5
th

. 
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VI. Unfinished Business 

 

A) Arbor Day/ Earth Day/ Keep Greater Milwaukee Beautiful Clean-Up Day/ Migratory Bird 

Day 

Mr. Maederer informed the committee that Brown Deer had been awarded Tree City for the eighteenth 

consecutive year.   Ms. Quirk stated she would work with Ms. Petras to create the poster for Arbor Day, Ms. 

Lieven suggested a quarter sheet information piece to be distributed as well. 

 

It was decided that the Arbor Day tree would be a blue spruce, with the intention that it become the Village 

Christmas tree.  Committee members offered to secure supplies for the event. Ms. Petras will bring a check list 

to the May meeting.  Mr. Maederer stated that funds were available to support Arbor Day from a grant received 

from American Transmission Company. 

 

B) Committee Identification – Shirts and Car Magnets 

 

Car magnets will be ordered to identify committee members’ vehicles when they are surveying the Village for 

landscape award nominees. Committee members selected shirts to be imprinted with the Beautification 

Committee logo.  The shirts will be worn for the Arbor Day celebration as well as for landscape review, again 

to aid with identification of committee members. 

 

C) Fundraising 

 

Discussion tabled until the May committee meeting. 

 

VII. New Business 
 

A)     Victory Gardens Initiative 

 
Mr. Sylvan Leabman of Jewish Family Services (JFS) appeared before the committee to inform them of his plans for a 

garden on a vacant lot on W. Woodale Avenue.  Mr. Leabman will be meeting with Goodwill in hopes that the 20 raised 

beds can be used and maintained by students in the Culinary Training Program.  Vegetables harvested from the gardens 

would be used to prepare meals for residents at Bradley Crossing.  Mr. Leabman stated that he is working with Victory 

Gardens Initiative and the project is in the very early stages. Pending its success he would like to add additional beds as 

well as fruit trees. 

 

Mr. Leabman stated he is working to secure a crew of 15 to 20 volunteers for building of the raised beds on Saturday May 

2, 2015 at 9a.m.  The committee voiced their support for the garden and asked Mr. Leabman to contact them should he 

require their assistance. 

 

VIII. Adjournment 

It was moved by Ms. Schilz and seconded by Ms. Lieven to adjourn. The motion carried unanimously at                                 

7:59p.m. 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Erika S. Petras 

Department of Public Works 


