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THE “POPULAR” EFFENHEIM 
GROCERY STORE 

                                

Over six decades ago, one of the most popular local business establish-
ments was in full swing. Formerly located at the southeast corner of N. 
43rd Street & W. Bradley Road, the Effenheim Grocery Store stood 
where Tri-City National Bank stands today (4295 W. Bradley Road).  
Built in 1949—the year following her husband Edward’s passing—Edith 
Effenheim fulfilled her dream of owning and operating a business in 
what was then a rather undeveloped area of the yet-to-incorporated com-
munity of Brown Deer.     
 
Edith’s eldest son Raymond was the first to purchase land at (the north-
east corner of) 43rd & Bradley, where he and his wife Dorothy built a 
home in 1947.  Two years later, the frame-constructed, Ranch-style gro-
cery store was built by Edith’s son Edward, who worked as a carpenter. 
Following early business success, a house wing, also built by Edward, was 
added to the store’s east side in 1952. It provided living quarters for 
Edith and her youngest daughter Edith (aka “Mickey”). In 1953, the store 
and house were both sheathed with brick. All family members pitched in 
to help manage the store, which featured the usual dairy products, canned 
goods, snacks, fruit, as well as their specialty of ham, rolls and potato sal-
ad on Sundays. Also working at the store were Raymond’s wife Dorothy 
and their daughter Diane.                                                 

      Continued on page 3 

Above: Effenheim Grocery Store (right) & Edith Effenheim House (left), 1952.  
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Summer Greetings!  
 
Under the direction of Library Director Brian Williams-Van Klooster, the Brown Deer Public Library, in 
cooperation with the Brown Deer Historical Society, has undertaken several projects that will provide for 
the greater availability of select Society materials to the community.  To date, the library has completed the 
digitization of the entire run of the Society’s newsletters (1973 to present). In addition to historic 
photographs and other fragile materials, the Society has also placed its complete collection of yearbooks 
from Granville High School and Brown Deer High School (from 1957 to 2016) in the library.  Materials are 
currently being catalogued and will be made available to patrons upon request for in-library reference use. 
Also be on the lookout in the near future for Society materials to be included in a display case in the library; 
the display of which will be changed periodically.  Another future project will address the Society’s extensive 
collection of the Brown Deer Herald. When combined with the papers in possession of the Library, it will 
result in a more complete collection of the newspaper. On behalf of the Board, I would like to thank Brian 
(who is also a Society board member), along with his staff and library volunteers, for both their interest, as 
well as providing the impetus, in making our materials more accessible to the public.   
 

Thank  you, 

Joe K. 

 

July 28, 2016 Meeting Agenda 

 

1. Attendance 

2. Approval of the Agenda 

3.     Persons Desiring to be Heard 

4. Approval of April 2016 Minutes 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

6. President’s Report 

7. Old Business 

        a. Bellehumeur materials display  

            location 

        b.  Library digitization  

            project update       

        c.  Fundraising  

8.    New Business 

       BDHS display at  library 

9.    Other business/Announcements 

10.   Adjourn 

  

SOCIETY NEWSLETTERS  
NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE 

 
The entire run of the Society’s newsletters have been digitized by the 
Brown Deer library staff and volunteers. The home page for the news-
letters, which is envisioned to include other Society materials once they 
are digitized, is hosted by the greater Milwaukee Public Library site and 
can be found at the following web address:  
 
http://content.mpl.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/BrownDeer 

COME & VISIT  
THE LITTLE WHITE SCHOOLHOUSE 

 
Remaining Open House Dates for the Little White Schoolhouse: 

 

National Night Out, Wednesday, July 27th, 6 p.m. 
Community Vibes!, Wednesday, August 17th, 6 p.m. 

http://content.mpl.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/BrownDeer�
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EFFENHEIM GROCERY  Continued from page 1 

The store continued to thrive and, in 1955, the same year that the Village incorporated, Jerry built a house east of 
the store. The following year, Raymond built an ENCO (aka Humble Oil Co.) filling station (present-day Farkas 
Automotive at 8008 N. Sherman Boulevard).  While the 1958 construction of the Bradley Village Shopping Center 
at 4300 W. Bradley Road was a positive reflection on Brown Deer’s incorporation and development, the Center’s 
opening--which included a Red Owl grocery store--proved ultimately to be a negative for the Effenheim family 
business. Although the business continued for a few more years, Edith was approaching retirement. In 1964, the 
store was closed and the buildings sold in order to make way for a Kohl’s Food Store, which remained at that loca-
tion (7960 N. Sherman Boulevard) until circa 2005.    
 
Following the 1964 sale, the Effenheim store/Edith’s house was moved a block south. Edith moved to Glendale, 
where she died in 1981, at the age of 89. Jerry’s home, which was east of the store, was also sold; it was eventually 
moved by the Redmond family to a lot at N. 48th & W. Donna Drive where, according to Edith’s granddaughter 
Diane, it continues to stand. In 1965, Raymond and Dorothy Effenheim sold the service station and relocated their 
house to 6551 W. Carolann Drive in the Pierner subdivision, which had only then recently been platted.  
  
Family information and photos for the article provided by Edith’s youngest son, Roy Effenheim and Diane 
(Effenheim) Gengler, Edith’s granddaughter, both of whom remain in the greater Milwaukee area.     

Above: The Effenheim Grocery Store in 1953, following the application of brick to the building’s exterior. The Effenheim store and 
home were originally located at the southeast corner of  N. 43rd Street & W. Bradley Avenue, where Tri-City National Bank now stands 
at 4295 W. Bradley Road.   

The Brown Deer Historical Society is a 501(c)3 organization and all donations are considered tax deductible.  



NEW SOCIETY BOARD MEMBERS 
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ve:  Brown r 
Did You Know…?? 
 
Did you know that Badger Meter River Park, which opened at 3700 W. Brown Deer Road in October 2015, is 
only the third municipal park established in the Village? With approximately 2,700 feet of Milwaukee River 
shoreline, the 2.6-acre park includes a non-motorized boat launch. The 10.8-acre, Village Park at 4920 W. Green 
Brook Drive, was the community’s inaugural municipal park property. Located on land donated to the Village in 
1969 by developer James Landry, the swimming pond was completed the following year and, in 1972, the Socie-
ty’s Little White Schoolhouse was moved there. It was not until 1991 that the 10-acre Fairy Chasm Park was for-
mally established at 5712 W. Fairy Chasm Road. But what about Brown Deer (7835 N. Green Bay Road), A. C. 
Hanson (9100 N. Maura Lane) and Algonquin (7850 N. 51st Street) parks, you ask? While those three park par-
cels are located either entirely or partially within Brown Deer’s borders, they are operated as part of the Milwau-
kee County Parks System.    

Above (left to right): Brian Williams-Van Klooster, Dennis Lowder, Frank Kostuch, Barbara Kostuch, Richard Kihslinger.  Look for 
brief individual biographies for this new group in the October 2016 newsletter issue.  
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