
 

Recommended Fiction for 

Middle School Readers 
 

 
 

 

July 2013 edition 

 

The Wolves of Willoughby Chase  

By Joan Aiken 
MS AIKEN 

Wicked wolves and a grim governess threaten Bonnie and her cousin 
Sylvia when Bonnie's parents leave Willoughby Chase for a sea voyage. 
Left in the care of the cruel Miss Slighcarp, the girls can hardly believe 
what is happening to their once happy home. The servants are 
dismissed, the furniture is sold, and Bonnie and Sylvia are sent to a 
prison-like orphan school. It seems as if the endless hours of drudgery 
will never cease. With the help of Simon the gooseboy and his flock, they 
escape. But how will they ever get Willoughby Chase free from the 
clutches of the evil Miss Slighcarp? 
 
Soldier Dog 

By Sam Angus 
MS ANGUS  NEW 
It's 1917. In the trenches of France, miles from home, Stanley is a boy 
fighting a man's war. He is a dog handler, whose dog must be so loyal 
that he will cross no-man's-land alone under heavy fire to return to 
Stanley's side, carrying a message that could save countless lives. But 
this journey is fraught with danger, and only the bravest will survive. As 
the fighting escalates and Stanley experiences the true horror of war, he 
comes to realize that the loyalty of his dog is the only thing he can rely 
on. 
 
The One and Only Ivan 
By Katherine Applegate 
MS APPLEGATE 

When Ivan, a gorilla who has lived for years in a down-and-out circus-
themed mall, meets Ruby, a baby elephant that has been added to the 
mall, he decides that he must find her a better life. 
 
Jinx  
By Sage Blackwood 
MS BLACKWOOD  NEW 

A young boy named Jinx encounters magic and danger as he grows up 
in the deep, dark forest known as the Urwald and discovers that the 
world beyond--and within--the Urwald is more complex than he could 
imagine. 
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Tangerine 

By Edward Bloor 
MS BLOOR 

Twelve-year-old Paul, who lives in the shadow of his football hero 
brother Erik, fights for the right to play soccer despite his near blindness 
and slowly begins to remember the incident that damaged his eyesight. 
 
James and the Giant Peach  

By Roald Dahl 
MS DAHL 

Wonderful adventures abound after James escapes from his fearful 
aunts by rolling away inside a giant peach. 
 
Spy Camp 

By Stuart Gibbs 
MS GIBBS  NEW 
As almost thirteen-year-old Ben, a student at the CIA's academy for 
future intelligence agents, prepares to go to spy summer camp, he 
receives a death threat from the evil organization SPYDER. 
 
The Thing about Luck 

By Cynthia Kadohata 
MS KADOHATA  NEW 

Just when twelve-year-old Summer thinks nothing else can possibly go 
wrong in a year of bad luck, an emergency takes her parents to Japan, 
leaving Summer to care for her little brother while helping her 
grandmother cook and do laundry for harvest workers. 
 
Inside Out & Back Again 
By Thanhha Lai 
MS LAI 

Through a series of poems, a young girl chronicles the life-changing year 
of 1975, when she, her mother, and her brothers leave Vietnam and 
resettle in Alabama. 
 
The Westing Game 
By Ellen Raskin 
MS RASKIN 

The mysterious death of an eccentric millionaire brings together an 
unlikely assortment of heirs who must uncover the circumstances of his 
death before they can claim their inheritance. 
 
 
 

Magyk  
By Angie Sage 
MS SAGE 

After learning that she is the Princess, Jenna is whisked from her home 
and carried toward safety by the Extraordinary Wizard, those she always 
believed were her father and brother, and a young guard known only as 
Boy 412--pursued by agents of those who killed her mother ten years 
earlier. 
 
Magicalamity 

By Kate Saunders 
MS SAUNDERS  NEW 
Eleven-year-old Tom is shocked to learn that he is a demisprite, half fairy 
and half mortal, and that he, aided by three fairy godmothers, must save 
his father, who is hiding in the fairy Realm, while safeguarding his mortal 
mother. 
 
Rump: the True Story of Rumpelstiltskin 

By Liesl Shurtliff 
MS SHURTLIFF  NEW 

Relates the tale of Rumpelstiltskin's childhood and youth, explaining why 
his name is so important, how he is able to spin straw into gold, and why 
a first-born child is his reward for helping the miller's daughter-turned-
queen. 
 
The Silver Bowl  
By Diane Stanley 
MS STANLEY 

From the age of seven when she became scullery maid in a castle, Molly 
has seen visions of the future which, years later, lead her and friend 
Tobias on an adventure to keep Alaric, the heir to the throne, safe from a 
curse. 
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