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Birdsong  
By Sebastian Faulks 

 
In 1910, Stephen Wraysford, a young 
Englishman, journeys to France and 
becomes embroiled in a series of 
traumatic events, including a clandestine 
love affair, and is later trapped amid the 
horrors of the First World War. 

 
 
 
Upstairs & downstairs : the illustrated 
guide to the real world of Downton 
Abbey 
By Sarah Warwick   941.082 WAR 
 
This beautifully illustrated book takes 

readers on a guided tour of a single day in an upper-
crust English home of the Edwardian era. Starting with 
the servants hard at work while the family is still abed, 
and culminating in a lavish dinner party, Upstairs & 
Downstairs lifts the curtain on this fascinating period, as 
well as its historical bookends, the Victorian and post-
World War I eras. Includes accounts from actual masters 
and servants, along with feature spreads on famous 
figures. 
 

 
Below Stairs : the classic kitchen maid's 
memoir that inspired Upstairs, Downstairs 
and Downton Abbey  
 By Margaret Powell.     
921 POWELL Margaret 
 
A kitchen-maid's through-the-key hole 
memoir of life in the great houses of 

England. Below Stairs brilliantly evokes the long vanished 
world of masters and servants portrayed in Downton 
Abbey and Upstairs, Downstairs. 
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Mr. Churchill's Secretary: A Novel   
By Susan Elia MacNeal 

After German Luftwaffe bomb London, 
Maggie Hope--trained in math and code 
breaking, but only able to find a job as 
Winston Churchill's secretary--uses the 
access her position demands to try to 
unravel an assassinate plot. 

 
   A Spider in the Cup  

By Barbara Cleverly. 
 

When the body of a young woman is 
found buried along the banks of the 
Thames in 1933, Scotland Yard Assistant 
Commissioner Joe Sandilands juggles the 
case with an increasingly dangerous 
assignment protecting an American 
senator. 

 
Belle Cora  
By Phillip Margulies 
 

A sweeping historical tale based on the 
life and times of the daughter of a New 
York merchant and notorious madam-
turned revered San Francisco dowager 
finds the orphaned Belle suffering at the 
hands of a rival cousin before working 

as a prostitute and transforming herself repeatedly to win 
the love and life she desires. 

 
  Abdication : a novel  
  By Juliet Nicolson 
 
In a tale set against a backdrop of pre-
World War II turbulence in England and 
Edward VIII's scandalous affair, a fatherless 
chauffeur shares an undeclared love with a 
complex Oxford undergraduate, a 

housekeeper hides her Nazi sympathies and a woman 
struggles with escalating tensions in her friendship with 
Wallace Simpson. 

 
The Dressmaker : a Novel 
By Kate Alcott 
 

A vivid, romantic, and compelling historical 
 novel about a spirited young woman who 
 survives the sinking of the Titanic only to find 
herself embroiled in the tumultuous  
aftermath of that great tragedy. 

 
 

Death comes to Pemberley  
By P.D. James 
 

It is 1803, six years since Elizabeth and 
Darcy embarked on their life together at 
Pemberley, Darcy's magnificent estate. 
Their peaceful, orderly world seems 
almost unassailable. Elizabeth has found 

her footing as the chatelaine of the great house. 
Preparations are under way for their much-anticipated 
annual autumn ball. But now, Pemberley is thrown into 
chaos after Elizabeth Bennett's disgraced sister Lydia 
arrives and announces that her husband Wickham has 
been murdered. 

 

The Remains of the Day 
By Kazuo Ishiguro 
 

An English butler reflects--sometimes 
bitterly, sometimes humorously--on his 
service to a lord between the two world 
wars and discovers doubts about his 
master's character and about the ultimate    

value of his own service to humanity. 
 

The Golden Prince  
By Rebecca Dean. 
 

In 1912 England, seventeen-year-old 
Prince Edward falls in love with the 
beautiful Lily Houghton who is not of 
royal blood, and as the two young lovers 
prepare to wed, the prince's royal 
destiny hangs in the balance. 
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