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Ladies' Night / Mary Kay Andrews 
 

Cut off from her palatial home and checking account after an act of 
post-divorce rage forces her to move in with her widowed mother 
and attend court-mandated group therapy, rising media star Grace 
Stanton bonds with three fellow patients who she helps plot 
respective pursuits of justice and closure. 
 

Close Your Eyes, Hold Hands : a Novel /  
Chris Bohjalian 

 
Living in an igloo of ice and trash bags half a year after a 
cataclysmic nuclear disaster, Emily, convinced that she will be 
hated as the daughter of the drunken father who caused the 
meltdown, assumes a fictional identity while protecting a homeless 
boy. 
 

 
 
 
 

Shotgun Lovesongs / Nickolas Butler 
 

Hank, Leland, Kip and Ronny were all born and raised in the same 
Wisconsin town--Little Wing--and are now coming into their own 
(or not) as husbands and fathers. One of them never left, still 
farming the family's land that's been tilled for generations. Others 
did leave, went farther afield to make good, with varying degrees of 
success; as a rock star, commodities trader, rodeo stud. And 
seamlessly woven into their patchwork is Beth, whose presence 
among them--both then and now--fuels the kind of passion one 
comes to expect of lovesongs and rivalries. Now all four are home, 
in hopes of finding what could be real purchase in the world. The 
result is a shared memory only half-recreated, riddled with culture 
clashes between people who desperately wish to see themselves as 
the unified tribe they remember, but are confronted with how 
things have, in fact, changed. 

 
 
 

The Last Original Wife / Dorothea Benton Frank 
 

Leslie Anne Greene Carter is the last original wife among her 
husband's group of cronies. They've all traded in for younger... 
blonder... more enhanced models. But she is proud of her status 
and the longevity of her marriage. Sure the spark isn't quite there 
the way it once was. And it would be nicer if her husband paid a bit 
more attention to her desires but there's something to be said for a 
comfortable relationship. Or at least she thinks so until one day, 
out golfing with her husband and his friends, she falls into a 
manhole. And nobody realizes that she's gone. With her eyes finally 
open to what her perfect life has truly become, Leslie must trust in 
the healing powers of South Carolina's lush beaches, beautiful 
sunsets, and feisty residents. The Last Original Wife is a classic tale 
of friendship and love dipped in the salty waters of a South 
Carolina summer. 
 
 
 



 
 
 

And the Dark Sacred Night / Julia Glass 
 
Kit Noonan's life is stalled: unemployed, twins to support, a 
mortgage to pay--and a frustrated wife, who is certain that, more 
than anything else, Kit needs to solve the mystery of his father's 
identity. He begins with a visit to his former stepfather, Jasper, a 
take-no-prisoners Vermont outdoorsman. But it is another person 
who has kept the secret: Lucinda Burns, wife of a revered senior 
statesman and mother of Malachy.  She and her husband are the 
only ones who know the full story: of an accident whose 
repercussions spread even further when Jasper introduces Lucinda 
to Kit. Immersing readers in a panorama that stretches from 
Vermont to the tip of Cape Cod, Glass weaves together the lives of 
Kit, Jasper, Lucinda and, ultimately, Fenno McLeod. An 
unforgettable novel about the youthful choices that steer our 
destinies, the necessity of forgiveness, and the surprisingly mutable 
meaning of family 

 
Leaving Time : a Novel / Jodi Picoult 

 
Alice Metcalf was a devoted mother, loving wife, and accomplished 
scientist who studied grief among elephants. Yet it's been a decade 
since she disappeared under mysterious circumstances, leaving 
behind her small daughter, husband, and the animals to which she 
devoted her life. All signs point to abandonment . . . or worse. Still 
Jenna--now thirteen years old and truly orphaned by a father 
maddened by grief--steadfastly refuses to believe in her mother's 
desertion. So she decides to approach the two people who might 
still be able to help her find Alice: a disgraced psychic named 
Serenity Jones, and Virgil Stanhope, the cynical detective who first 
investigated her mother's disappearance and the death of one of 
her mother's co-workers. Together these three lonely souls will 
discover truths destined to forever change their lives. Deeply 
moving and suspenseful, Leaving Time is a radiant exploration of 
the enduring love between mothers and daughters 
 
 
 

 
 

Where'd You Go, Bernadette : a Novel / Maria Semple 
 

When her notorious, hilarious, volatile, talented, troubled, and 
agoraphobic mother goes missing, teenage Bee begins a trip that 
takes her to the ends of the earth to find her. 
 
 

Light on Snow : a Novel / Anita Shreve 
 

When a father and his daughter find an abandoned infant in the 
snow, the event forever alters the 11-year-old's understanding of 
the world. 
 

 
Some Luck / Jane Smiley 

 

An epic novel that spans thirty years in the lives of a farm family in 
Iowa, telling a parallel story of the changes taking place in America 
from 1920 through the early 1950s. 

 
Power Play : a Novel / Danielle Steel 

 

A high-powered CEO and mother of two, a mom who gave up a 
promising law career, and a struggling artist and mother with an 
absent husband are forced to reevaluate their sacrifices and beliefs 
when they confront the realities of power and family. 

 
The Goldfinch / Donna Tartt 

A young boy in New York City, Theo Decker, miraculously survives 
an accident that takes the life of his mother. Alone and abandoned 
by his father, Theo is taken in by a friend's family and struggles to 
make sense of his new life. In the years that follow, he becomes 
entranced by one of the few things that remind him of his mother: 
a small, mysteriously captivating painting that ultimately draws 
Theo into the art underworld. Composed with the skills of a 
master, The Goldfinch is a haunted odyssey through present-day 
America, and a drama of almost unbearable acuity and power. It is 
a story of loss and obsession, survival and self-invention, and the 
enormous power of art. 
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